Changes in plasma LH and testosterone levels and semen quality after a single injection of hCG in two dogs with spermatogenic dysfunction.
Plasma LH and testosterone (T) levels and semen quality after a single intramuscular injection of 1,000 IU hCG were investigated in a Beagle dog with azoospermia and a Beagle dog with poor semen quality. The plasma LH levels of both dogs did not change after the treatment. Although the plasma T levels of the dog with azoospermia increased temporarily, no sperm were detected in its semen. In the dog with poor semen quality high levels of plasma T were maintained for 2 weeks after hCG treatment and its semen quality was temporarily improved between 3 and 4 weeks after treatment. These findings indicate that the semen quality of dogs with oligozoospermia can be temporarily improved after a single injection of hCG.